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From The Chairperson

As [ write this letter it is a real autumn day—beautiful
oranges and browns of leaves on the trees, a scattering of
leaves on the ground where just yesterday [ swept and the
smells of fires in the air.

The tuis have obviously found a feast of berries as they
swoop through the garden and there is an abundance of
fantails—many of whom delight in tormenting our young
cat!

It has been good to hear news of some of the local groups
in the past couple of months. There are certainly some very
interesting programmes planned for this year and the Bay
of Islands group in March experienced a real treat when
Frank Andrews of the Carter Observatory travelled north
to be with them. Do provide Noel Cheer with details of
your activities as local groups are always keen to hear
ideas from others and for those who travel around the
country there may be opportunity to join a group for a par-
ticular programme. Since the March Newsletter Noel
Cheer has been busy updating the web site—the URL is at
the bottomn of each page of this Newsletter.

With this Newsletter you will receive a poster about the
forthcoming conference in Havelock North from 6-8 Octo-
ber. If yoy haven't already marked the dates in your cal-
endar may | encourage you to do so as we have managed
to secure three superb speakers to lecture on the theme of
Beyond Belief. These are Dr. Ruth Smithies of the
Catholic Justice, Peace and Development Committee; Dr.
Michael King, an author whom many of you will be famil-
iar with and Professor Martin Prozesky who is Director
of the Uniliver Centre for Comparative and Applied Ethics
at the University of Natal, South Africa.

As I mentioned in the March Newsletter the theme of
Beyond Belief will be developed in two strands—social
responsibility and culture. QOur keynote speakers are rep-
resenting these strands and electives will also give people
an opportunity to explore further one or both of the strands.

If you yourself have an interest in either of the strands and
would like to offer to run a workshop then Joy and Owen
Lewis would be delighted to hear from you. (see page 5).
Registration forms will be included in the next Newsletter.

In the meantime I hope the winter treats you kindly and
you have plenty of opportunity to curl up with a good bock,
listen to challenging and interesting speakers, have chance
for stimulating discussion or in other ways prepare yourself
for what promises to be a most exciting Conference.

Look forward to seeing you there.
Jane Griffith, Sea of Faith Network (NZ) Chairperson

Editorial

“Travellers, there is no path ... paths
are made by walking”  Antonio Mockad

I’m not sure who Antonio Mockad is nor
even where I found the quote, but his notion
that paths are not pre-surveyed but rather are
made by those who walk them ties in neatly
with this issue of the Newsletter.

Donald Feist has been reporting back to his
Galactic University about the path of faith that
earthlings call “Christianity”: | have written a
piece on the place of the labyrinth in pilgrim-
ages as well as an extended book review of the
Journal of the Wellington Christian Apologet-
ics Society—a sort of labyrinthine Biblical
literalism!

Elsewhere Alan Goss introduces us to his
“Creed of a Radical” as well as reviewing Don
Cupitt’s The Meaning of It All.

Henryk Skolimowski is gone but eco-
philosophy (or eco-theology if you prefer) is not
forgotten: there’s to be a conference in Christ-
church in July: details below.

We report on the goings-on of those Local
Groups who have a) planned their goings-on
and b) let me know about them.

All-in-all a Newsletter packed with informa-
tion and stimulation and well worth the
subscription!

Noel Cheer, Editor
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