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National Conference

Plan=s for the Conference are
now well adwvanced, thanks mainly
to the work of John Denny, the
Conference Administrator and
Warden of Bryant Hall, where the
Conference will be held. Jochn and
Gillian Denny were both at the UK
Sea of Faith Conference at
Leicester in July 1552.

You receive the Reglstration
Form with this Newsletter.
Pozitive interest has already been
widely expressed from the far
North down to Invercargill; it
promises to be a good

representative gathering. You
would be wise to book early, s=since
the number which can be offered
accommodation at the very modest
rate offered by Bryant Hall is
limited to 100. Other
accommodation is available. Some
will be attending on a daily ba=is=s
from the Waikato area.
EFegistrations should be in by

Zugust 13 (late entries may be
accepted) .

Further item=s on the
programme, not available earlier

are:Betsan Martin, an Anglican
priest, will deliver the Saturday
morning lecture, her topic being,
"Post-modern Possibilities for
Disrupting Dualistic Faith
Discourses — a Feminist
Perspective™.

Workshops will include:

"Reclaiming Worth-ship", led by
J1ll Harris and Helen Wright. It
will provide the basis for the

Sunday celebration.

On arrival at Conference
members will elect which
discussion group to join from such
topics as:"Why are we here?", "What
are the real religious issues
facing us today?","Can the Church
be Redeemed?","Has the nowvel
become the modern Bible?", "What
=zocial issues should chieflw

e s e x ox w oa o« o« July 1253
engage us?", "How far do modern
people experience a God-shaped
hole?"

SCOFN Statistics

The number who are now linked with
the 8Sea of Faith MNetwork 1is 172
and the number who have paid their

subscription 1= now 132. They
stretch from Eaitaia to
Invercargill.

"Honest to God" Tapes

There has been considerable
interest in these and already
about ten =ets have been copied
for those who sent blank tapes.

Discussion Groups

New=z ha=z been received of groups
meeting in North Shore. ZAuckland,
MNapier, Hutt Valley, Wellington
and Dunedin.Hopefully they will
all be represented at the
Conference and be able to share
with others what they have been
doing.

Overseas Theological Iecturers

Elizaketh Cclark from North
Carnlina and Feith Ward from
Oxford will lecture at St. John's=

College Auckland during July &-9,
and in public lectures at Zuckland
Univer=sity, July 12-15.

Lt Victoria University,
Wellington, Friday evening July 23
and Saturday July 24, Feith Ward
and others will share in a
seminar, "Beyond the Crisis in
Christianity™ .

Lt Enox College Dunedin,
15-21 Rugust, overseas theologlans
will lecture at a Symposium on
"Science and Theology™.

Further engquiries should ke
made locally.

New Books

Those finding it difficult to hear
about new religious books may like
to subscribe to Theo Lit, a little




reviewing theological
published quarterly by Dr
Clive Pearson, S Puriri St.
Biliccarton, Christchurch, goo4.,
for 512 per year.

journal
books,

Jesus by A.N.Wilson

Wilson i=s a journalist,
highly regarded for his
biographie=s of C.5.Lewlis and
Tol=ztoy. Thiz book caused a little
=ztir when first published last
year. What makes the book so
interesting i= not =o much what he
zays about Jesus but how he came
to write the book, and to discard
hi=s belief in Christianity, as=s a
result. He trie=s to investigate
the New Testament with a=z little
religiou=s bia= as possible, either
for or against traditional
Christianity. He had remained a
practising Christian for many
years, trying, he =said, to "avoid
facing the implications of what he
had studied when he read theology
at Oxford". He has now come to see
that "the Jesu= of History and the
Christ of Faith are two separate
being=s, with very different
=tories".

Much of the material will ke
familiar to those who acquainted
with New Testament =study
{particularly in the earlier part
of the book) and he draws
considerably from the Jewish
scholar Geza Vermes.

Because he approaches the
zubject with the freshness of
Journalistic enquiry he =sees
pos=sibilities which may not occur
to New Testament scholars (and it
must be conceded that most New
Testament scholars are writing
from within a commitment to
Chri=stian orthodoxy). The freedom
to szpeculate, which he draws upon,
does not mean that his hunches are
right, yet he does produce a very
plausible portrait of the human
Jesus. He suggests, for example,
that the Cana story preserves
memories of Jesus' own wedding.

Many will find unconvincing, =Some
of hi= zpeculative
reconstructions=s.

The book has been strongly
criticised to the point of
condemnation by more orthodox NT
acholars =such a=s N.T.Wright, in
Who was Jesus? (SPCE, 155%2).

Wright, a NT =cholar of

Worcester College, COxford has
sharply condemned, often with
emotive lanquage, Barbara

Thiering's Jesus the Man, Wilson's
Jezus and Bishop John Spong's Born
of a Woman:4 Bishop Rethinks the
BEirth of Jesus.

Thiering's book is admittedly
=zomewhat bizarre, depending as it
doe=z on a mode of interpreting the
Gospel=s which no one el=ze at all
has found acceptakble. But the
books by Wilson and Spong are in
quite a different category.

John Spong, who visited New
Zealand in 1991, has recently
published a book on the
Resurrection of Jesus and plans to
vi=zit MNew Zealand in July 1554.

Some SCFN groups have been
=tudying Spong'=s book Into the
Whirlwind.

Cne of the best surveys of
where contemporary scholarship
ztands=s on issues=s relating to Jesus
is : John Bowden, Jesus: the
Unanswered Cuestions, SCM, 1988,
£35.595. Bowden i= an Anglican
priest and editor of SCM Press. He
writes from the guestioning point
of wiew which those linked with
SOFN will find congenial.

Some of the most interesting
religiou=s writing i=s coming from

those with a Roman Catholic
background. For example, there was
Jesus who Became Christ, Collins
1375, by Peter de Rosa, and some

excellent little bookzs by Hubert

Richards, who wisited NZ in the
"To'=.

The next issuse will discuss &
History of God, Heinemann, 19593,

£55.595,
after 7 years as a nmun,

by Earen Armstrong, who
has become




since 19381 a writer and television
presenter.
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