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This letter comes to all who are
currently known to have an
interest in the establishment of a
Sea of Faith Network in New
Zealand. The second letter went
only to those who had responded to
the first letter by returning the
questionnaire. It has now been
found that some on the original
list were under the impression
they had returned it or else had
lost it. This i=s one more
opportunity to register your
interest. But to receive further
izsues of the Newsletter those who
have not returned the

questionnaire will need to
indicate to the Lcting Secretary
their continued interest. To those
receiving this, even though it was
their wish not pursue the matter
further we apologise for this
intrusion.

Sea of Faith (NZ) Statistics

L total of 193 (marriage partners
usually only counted once) have
expressed an interest at Some
stage in the Sea of Faith Network.

141 hawve returned the
guestionnaire.
65 have already paid a

subscription of 510, and these are
=2til]l coming in.

SOFN Discussion Groups

Local discussion groups have
been, or are being set up in the
following locations, the name of
the current convener and contact
address given in brackets.
MNCORTH SHCORE- Clyde
Mclaren,486-3043, 33 Craig Ed,
Milford.
AUCELAND - Murray Jenkin,524-8518,
10 Bell REd., Eemuera

HAMITLTCN - John Denny, 8356-3321,
110 Enighton Rd., Hamilton
ROTCORUZ - Cornelia Leenman,

347-86432, 1 Grandview Rd., Rotorua
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MAPIER - 2Zlan Gos=, 835-5554, 4
McDonald St., Napier

PLLMERSTON NORTH — 7

HUTT VALLEY - Brian Eing,
S5e7-7246, 49 Tilbury St. Lowexr
Hutt.

WELLTNGTCON — EPHESUS GRCOCUP - Tan
Harris, 286-3627, 129 Grafton Rd.,
ERo=zeneath

CHEISTCHURCH- Clive Pearson,
348-6418, S Purirli St, Riccarton
DUNEDIN - Mae Cairns, 4770-234,

411 Moray Place, Dunedin.

If you are not already in one
of these groups and wish to joimn,
please contact the convener. The
fact that your name has not been
forwarded hitherto i=s because your
name came in later or you were
geographically =some distance away
from the meeting place.

Steering Committes

L small self-appointed
steering committee is now
operating to guide the next steps;
it consists of Ian Crabtree, Lloyd
Geering, Ian Harris and David
Simmers.Its main task has been to
plan the first national
conference (see below) . Steps will
be taken at this conference to =et
the SOFN on an official basis with
elected officers and steering
committes.

National SOFN Conference

Thi= will take place at
Bryant Hall, Univer=ity of
Waikato, Hamilton, from the
evening of Friday September 3
until the afterncon of Sunday
September 5. This venus has been
chosen because the greater number
of SOFN members are in the North,
and because of the kind offer of
John Denny, Warden of Bryant Hall,
to make the Hall available and to
make all the local arrangements.




John and his wife Gillian
participated in the UE Sea of
Faith Network Conference at
Leicester in July, 1552.

Bryant Hall not only has full
conference facilitie=s available
but offers accommodation of =ingle
roomplus all meals for $35 a day,
for an upper limit of 100.

The conference programme will
con=list of 2 or 3 lectures, a
variety of discus=zion groups and
workshopz and a business session
for the official establishment of
the SOFN. Zny further suggestions
for the programme, from groups or
members, will be welcomed.

If yvou are at all akle to
come, please note the dates in
your diary now. Fuller information
and registration details will be
posted with Newslestter No. 4 in
June. Although thi=z Conference
will be in the Morth it i= hoped
that at least =zome from the more
zouthern groupz will be able to
attend. A Conference discount is
available on all BRir Mew Zealand
Flights; Thrifty and Super Thrifty
dizcounts are available (if you
book in time) on Flight NZ 648
arriving at Hamilton on Friday
September 3 at 2.50pm, and leaving
Hamilton on Flight NZ 645 at 3.25
pm on Sunday S September.

Honest to God -30 Years Later.

It was in March 1563 that
John Robinscon published the little
book, Honest to God, which set the
Christian world alight with liwvely
religiocus debate. The BEC has just
marked the event by a series of
five radio talks entitled "Thirty
Fears of Honesty". The secretary
now holds a tape of sach of these
and can make any of them available
for use in group discuss=sion. (Send
a blank tape in an addressed
envelope) . NZ On Rir have been
informed of them but it is not
clear if BBC will make them
available.They are by:

(1) Eric Jame=s, a lifelong friend,
and subszequent biographer of Jochn

FRobinson, recounts the story of
John and the book in "The
Flowering of Honesty".

{2Z2)Buth ERobinson, John's widow
—zpeaks on "Life was MNever the
Sam=". She 1= now a member of the
UE Sea of Faith Network. Her talk

iz one of the best and in places
iz guite moving. Thi=s 1= not
because of personal references to
John but becausse of the way she

zpeaks of her OwWIL zpiritual
pilgrimage. One suspects that from
the beginning her own feminine
intuition led her to be more
radical even than John.

{2)Buth Etchells, in the "The
Aawful Truth", tells=s of the

difficulties she had in coming to
term= with Honest to God.

{4) John Bowden, now Editor of the
SCM Eress which originally
published Honest to God and a very
able =cholar in hi= own right here
gives an excellent assessment of
what wa=s at =take. He clearly
feel= that this was an opportunity
which the churches failed to
grasp. Hence he calls it "L Lo=s
of Nerwve". It was not because
Robinson was too radical  but
rather not radical encugh that the
book did not lead to more fruitful
results.

(5) Alan Race, in "Tyuth 1=
Many—-eyed", di=scusases the
relationship of Christianity with
other religions in today's
multi-faith =socciety.

Next issue — Comment on the book
Jezus by L.N.Wil=son.

If this newsletter had a tick
overleaf it indicated yvour
zubscription had been received. If
it did not and you still wish to




receive the Newsletter please =end
TEN DCLLAES to:

The Acting Secretary,

BSea of Faith Network (NZ),

5B Herbert Gardens,

186 The Terrace,

WELLTNGTCN
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