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Rod Oram has 40 years’ experience as an international business journalist. He has worked in 

Europe and North America for leading publications such as the Financial Times of London. His 

FT career spanned 18 years (1979-1997) as an editor and writer based in London and New 

York. Rod has also travelled extensively in North America, Europe and Asia. 

 

Rod and his family emigrated from the UK to New Zealand in 1997.  They worship at St 

Andrew’s, Epsom. Rod was a lay canon in the Chapter of Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland. He 

is currently a diocesan and general synod representative and active in those bodies on issues 

such as same gender relationships, the Living Wage and fossil fuel divestment. 

 

Rod is currently a columnist for the Sunday Star-Times; a regular broadcaster on radio and 

television; and a frequent public speaker on business and economic issues. He was Editor of 

the Business Herald section of the New Zealand Herald, 1997-2000. 

 

For more than a decade, Rod has been helping fast-growing New Zealand companies through 

his involvement with The ICEHOUSE, the entrepreneurship centre at the University of 

Auckland’s Business School. 

 

Penguin published in 2007 his book on the New Zealand economy, Reinventing Paradise. 

 

He was named the Landcorp Agricultural Communicator of the Year for 2009.  

 

In 2010, Rod was the winner in the individual category in the Vero Excellence in Business Support Awards and was Columnist of the Year 

in the consumer category in the national magazine awards for his columns in Good, a consumer sustainability magazine.   

 

Rod was a founding trustee and chairman of the Akina Foundation, which helps social enterprises develop their business models in areas 

of sustainability. He remains very active with the foundation. 


