
Newsletter Editor Report to the SOFiA AGM 2022
The newsletter continues in pretty much the same way as it has over previous years. Mostly 12 
pages per issue and delivered in two variations: electronically and printed and sent by post. It is 
possible that with COVID disruptions and the rise of Zoom and other computer-based ways of 
meeting that the newsletter has become relatively more important. We should bear in mind though 
that real interpersonal connection is invaluable and is perhaps the only way of mediating experience 
rather than concepts and ideas. 

Being the editor has two sides. On the one hand, the manipulation of text into a formatted 
newsletter. This requires more than a basic understanding of Microsoft Word. On the other hand, 
the creation of articles, more of them when less content is provided by others. The October 2022 
issue is an exception in having its content almost completely provide by others. Your editor aims to 
have constructive things to say about values, spirituality and meaning, providing building blocks for 
our life journey, and countering for example the superficial rationalism of the new atheists. 

The newsletter has scarcely caused any controversy. Page three has, not a nude model as in tabloid 
newspapers, but a cartoon, which did offend a few people. The aim of the cartoons is satire and 
caricature, which by their very nature is likely to offend somebody or other. So your editor pleas for 
tolerance, even if a cartoon irreverently pokes fun at one of your cherished beliefs or unquestioned 
assumptions.

I continue to be supported by a great team of proof-readers (Shirley Dixon, Maria Cash, Jocelyn 
Kirkwood and Yvonne Curtis), who keep finding flaws in what I tend to think will be an almost 
perfect text, in spite of longstanding previous experience to the contrary. Peter Cowley handles the 
distribution of printed copies. 

In an ideal world, the newsletter would be delivered only in electronic form, removing the need for 
printing (currently reduced to 60 copies) and carefully formatting the newsletter to fit into 8 or 12 
pages. With an older readership the print version is likely to continue for a while yet. However, your 
editor has signalled to the national committee the desirability of an online-only format and the 
committee has done some investigating in this area. There are several different online possibilities 
and one of the advantages will be an easier task for my eventual successor.

Laurie Chisholm October 2022. 


