
Chairman’s Report

This year has been another one disrupted year by Covid 19 and measures to contain it 
affecting the whole of society. Two attempts at conference were scuttled by Covid, and 
I was not sure we were ever going to have one this year.

Despite the challenges, good work has been done this year with planning for our third 
attempt at holding a conference in a hybrid form (Physical and Zoom) and this did 
actually eventuate last month. This format will be the way of the future with a regional 
based conference to be held in Christchurch in 2023.  There are several reasons for 
the change to regional based conferences of a smaller kind;
- The carbon footprint of travelling
- The cost of Conference, accommodation and meals is quite high
- Most of us are in the high-risk age where catching Covid would be very bad news 

This does not preclude anyone outside of a region actually attending the conference 
and the social face-to-face is an important part of conference. We have the technology 
to electronically link into meeting now so the choice is available.

Laurie has maintained a high standard magazine which is the key-stone of our 
organisation. It has been a major way in which SOFiA has kept connected but is it in 
the right format – that is a question for us to consider as most people are now 
receiving the newsletter by email and the printed version is difficult to read on screen.  
Although a printed newsletter will always be printed while there is demand it may look 
very different.  A special thanks to Editor Laurie Chisholm and his team of supporters.

The website continued to be accessed by a good number people far and wide. It offers 
a wealth of information and resources. Both of these offer important ways in which 
potential new members may discover us.  See the website report for the actual 
details.

Your committee has been small but highly effective – we would welcome some new 
members participation. John Thornley did an excellent job as Secretary and his willing 
participation in all areas has proved most useful. Mary Ellen Warren joined us this year 
and took over looking after the Local Groups and keeping in touch with them.  She has 
done a great job in keeping the lines of communication open.
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