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Conference Theme 2001

“You Make The Community Makes You: Identity and Belonging”

Editorial from The
Chairperson

It is with regret that the Steering Committee has
accepted the resignation of Barrie Allom, both as Chair-
person and as a Steering Committee member, because
of his ongoing poor health. I'm sure that all members of
SoFN wish Barrie a speedy return to good health.

At the Steering Committee meeting on February 10, I
was formally elected as the new Chairperson. The
SoFN Constitution requires that [ step down from the
Steering Committee at the end of the next AGM after
having completed four years' service. So, I'll do my
best to be an effective Chairperson for the next 7
months!

We voted Frank Gaze of New Plymouth on to the
Steering Committee to make up the numbers.

The Steering Comrmittee has members in Auckland,
Tauranga, New Plymouth, Napier, Wellington and Dune-
din — we're a truly npational committee — and we
"meet” mostly by telephone conference calls. Twice
each year we meet face-to-face: at the end of the Annual
Conference and in mid-February. This is when we plan
to Annual Conference.

As [ result of deliberations at the February 10 meet-
ing we have come up with the theme for the 2001 Con-
ference: “You Make The Community Makes You™:
a title of dubious grammar but which points to the inter-
action and interdependence between the individual and
the community.

You should lock for a small but significant shift in bal-
ance towards the non-cerebral and the ritual at this
year's Conference. Expect also what you have come to
expect: an excellent line-up of Keynote and Elective lec-
turers; workshops, Focus groups, Core Groups — all of
which contribute to what the Sea of Faith Network is
good at: “exploring religious thought and expression
from a non-dogmatic and human-oriented viewpoint. "

Noel Cheer
Chairperson and Editor

Lloyd Geering
Honoured

The Sea of Faith Network (NZ) is
proud to announce that our "guide,
philosopher and friend", Lloyd Geer-
ing, was awarded one of New Zea-
land’'s highest civilian honours in the
2001 New Year's Honours, for his
services to religious studies.

Lloyd, already a C.B.E., was given
the tile Principal Companion of
the New Zealand Order of Merit.

Lioyd's honcur (PCNZM) is equiva-
lent to the designation "Knight Crand
Companion” in the NZ honours sys-
tem prior to its revision in April of
2000.

Congratulations, Lloyd, from all
your friends in the Sea of Faith Net-
work in New Zealand and overseas.
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Look for our website at hrttp://sof.wellington.net.nz







