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SEA OF FAITH NETWORK (NZ)

Conference 1997

From: Noon Friday Oct 3

Until:  1:30pm Sunday Oct §

At: Kings College,
Otahuhu, Auckland

The Arrangements Commmittee in
Auckland is moving into top gear.
The Registration forms are
enclosed with this Newsletter.

We are fortunate in obtaining

Kings College as the venue. The
facilities are admirable and the
Arrangements Committee is
working hard to ensure a
smooth-running and enjoyable
weekend.

This will be a Conference with a
difference. The Steering Committee
has introduced three new activities
into the programme:
= Elective Lectures
= Core Groups

* Book Reviews.
There will be three Plenary
Sessions, delivered by John

Spong, Charmaine Pountney and
Lloyd Geering. During the Sunday
morning panel sessions they will
also answer the questions that we
will have formulated in our Core
Groups.

You will find details of the
Workshop Sessions, the Elective
Lectures and the Core Groups on
the Registration Form.

To accomodate these extras, the
Conference begins at 12 noon on
Friday the 3rd The official
Conference Opening is at 2:30pm
and the first “plenary” lecture at
3pm.

Please note the timing - Friday
is an important day.

The Arrangements Committee is
excited at the prospect ahead for
us all. We are sure that it will be
an excellent Conference.

Because we must limit
aftendees to 250, you shouid
enrol promptly by sending in
your completed Registration
form.

Registrations will be processed in
the order that they are received.

We look forward to hearing from
you.

John Irwin
Chairperson, Arrangements
Committee
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Remember
Registration begins | Noon
Friday
Conference 2:30pm
Opening and Friday
Notices:
Conference Closes | 1:30pm
after lunch and Sunday
farewells:
A National Steering
Committee

Since the foundation of the Sea
of Faith Network in New Zealand,
the Steering Committee has been
based in Wellington. Each year,
prior to the annual conference, an
invitation is given, through this
Newsletter, for other Regions to
take on the tasks of the Steering
Committee. To date no Region
has volunteered.

The present Steering Committee
is keen that the Committee should
become a national committee in
order to represent as wide a
cross-section of the Network as
possible. It is understandable that
no one region wants to take over
the whole task and so, for the
coming year, we aim to obtain
representatives from various parts
of the country

It may be helpful to clarify the
role of the Steering Committee:

* to maintain the status of the Net-
work as an Incorporated Society
= to manage the finances of the

Network
* to keep a register of current

members
* to produce a regular Newsletter
* to organise the programme for

the annual conference
= to organise the location of future
conferences, in liaison with local

Groups
= to liaise with the Arrangements

Committee for each conference
= to organise and run the Annual

General Meeing
= to “steer" the Network in accor-

dance with the wishes of the

membership

Each year some of the members
of the Steering Committee do not
seek re-election, having served on

the Committee for several years
According to the Constitution, the
Steering Committee can have up to

twelve members. Therefore, for
1997-1998 we would hope to have
3 to 4 members from outside
Wellington, with this number
increasing in future.

In order to facilitate the smooth
running of this national Steering
Committee it is proposed that two
meetings of the full committee
would be heid each year — one
immediately following the Annual
Conference and the other when
planning for the following
conference gets under way.
Teleconference calls would be used
for all other meetings of the full
Committee. The business of the
Committee should be delegated to
committee members who may opt
to set up sub-committees and so
involve a greater number of
Network members.

We would very much appreciate
your views on this development
and would request that
nominations for Steering
Committee members, whether in or
outside of Wellington, be sent to
the Chairperson by Friday 5
September. Please confirm with
nominees that they are willing to
stand before you send the
nomination and also check their
availability for a meeting on
Sunday 5 October at Kings College
Auckland immediately after the end
of the Conference. Elections will
take place at the Annual General
Meeting during the Conference.

Jane Griffith
Chairperson, Steering Committee

Local Groups

Auckland Central

The subject of their June meeting
was "Designing Your Own Funeral”
led by Rhys Bean who is a funeral

celebrant. In July Prof. John
Bishop will discuss "Alternative
Concepts of God", Rosemary

Calver will ask "What Is The Sea
Of Faith For Each Of Us" in
August, and, in September Jim

Fiest will talk on "Jung and
Religion".

Contact: Graham  Shearer
09-524-9941.
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The Theme for the SOF Conference Auckland 3-6 October 1997 is “Faith On The Margins”™







